Herpes virus in an obstetric hospital. III: Prevalence of antibodies in patients and staff.
Seventy per cent of 890 patients and staff members of an obstetric hospital tested for complement-fixing serum antibodies to herpes simplex virus (HSV) were found to be seropositive. Employment, age, socioeconomic and ethnic factors of patients and different categories of staff members were examined in relation to the prevalence of HSV antibodies. Significant differences in the prevalence of antibodies were found between these groups.